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Mail Bag From the director of LEGALLY BLONDE 
Dear Kerry and staff: 
Hi! I'm a student at Douglas College and 
every Thursday morning on my way to my 
8:30am class last semester, I would pick 
up the Other Press and the first thing I 
would read would be your [ letter from the 
editor] column. I knew it would always be 
funny so there was a bright side to being 
in school so early in the morning! I 
also enjoyed how much J.J. McCullough got 
attacked-the letters were all funny. The 
paper covers politics a lot and I found 
it way more educational than watching the 
news on TV or reading the Province. I 
often read articles, which made me want 
to respond but teachers would keep me 
busy with work before I would realize the 
deadline would have already passed. Now 
I'm sitting here enjoying my time off and 
I'm not sure when you' 11 get this, but I 
just wanted to let you know that someone 
out here is reading your column and the 
newspaper itself, and I think you guys 
are doing an awesome job with it. Keep 
it up and I look forward to the winter 
semester , (another Thursday morning 
class at 9am!) and I look forward to 
being entertained and educated every 
week. Happy holidays! 
With much respect, 
Marjorie Gonzalez 
KateBosworth TopherGrace JoshDuhamel 
In every love story, there's only room 
for one leading man. 
Opens in Theatres January 23rd! 
The Other Press is Douglas College's 
autonomous student newspaper. 
The Other Press is run as a collective and 
is published weekly during the fall and win-
ter semesters, and monthly (as a magazine) 
during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a student 
levy collected every semester at registration, 
• http://www.otherpress.ca 
Subject to Classifation 
Read the Other Press weekly for 
pass giveaways for this movie! 
and from local and national advertising rev-
enue. The Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a cooper-
ative of student newspapers from across 
Canada. We adhere to CUP's Statement of 
Common Principles and Code of Ethics-
except when it suits us not to. The Other 
Press reserves the right to choose what to 
publish, and will not publish material that is 
racist, sexist, or homophobic. Submissions 
may be edited for clarity and brevity if nec-
essary. 
All images are copyright to their respec-
tive owners. 
Printed by Van Press Printers Ltd. 
December 1 0, 2003 
From The Editor 
Letter From the Editor 
Wow, the holidays are over, isn't it great 
to be back? My holidays were fantastic. 
You will never believe what happened. I 
fell in love. That's right, the words me 
and love in the same sentence. Never 
thought you'd see the day did ya? Well 
let me tell you all about the new wonder 
of my life. 
I fell in love with rest and relaxation. I 
fell in love with freedom. I fell in love 
with daytime TV. I fell in love with late 
nights and late rising mornings. I fell in 
love with turning the ringer off on my 
phone. I fell in love with Conan O'Brien 
all over again. But most of all, I fell in 
love with my furure. I spent a lot of time 
deciding what I really want ... no really, 
this ain't the booze talking. 
I wish I could tell you all of my reve-
lations but that would be no fun. You 
need to look on and watch my dreams 
grow with each move I make, or each 
article I write. Isn't transition exciting? 
Well, it's another semester and the sec-
tion editors can't wait for their mailbox-
es to fill up with emails from fans and 
maybe even some articles. Have I told 
you lately how much I love you? I really, 
really do. New Year's resolution: be 
nicer. Ohhhh I am so setting myself up 
to fail! Write in to the mailbag: 
(the_editor57@hotmail.com) and tell us 
your New Years resolutions ... come on, 
it'll be fun! 
Managing Editor, 
Kerry Evans 
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The Other Press Submission Guidelines News Kelly Parry: k~lly-parry@tefus. n~t 
The weekly deadline for submissions is Wednesday 
for publication the following Wednesday. Letters to 
the Editor, vacant sections, and "time sensitive" arti-
cles (weekend news, sports, and cultural reviews) will 
be accepted until Saturday noon and can be submit-
ted to the editor via email: 
Kerry Evans at: editor@otherpress.ca 
All other submissions should be forwarded to the 
appropriate section editor below. Please include your 
name, phone number/email address, the word count, 
and submit via email as an MS Word.doc attach-
ment to the attention of the appropriate editor. 
Opinions Kali Thurber: opiniomubmit@hotmail.com 
Culture Amanda Aikman: submit_to_cultur~@yahoo.ca 
Features Barbara K. Adamski: ftatureseditor@otherpress.ca 
Sports Adam Gordon: dcsportseditor@yahoo. ca 
David Lam Vacant: editor@otherpress.ca 
Representative 
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Douglas 
College-
ATop 
Performer 
Kelly Parry 
News Editor 
If it's in the papers it must be true. A New York 
Times article ranked Douglas College as one of 
the top North American colleges for providing 
quality education for students. 
The Community College Survey of Student 
Engagement rated Douglas College in the top 
three of 13 large community colleges evaluated in 
2003. The study administered, at the University 
of Texas (Austin) surveyed more than 600 
Douglas College students last spring. 
Douglas College, the only Canadian institution 
in the study of 93 colleges, shared accolades with 
La Guardia Community College of Long Island 
Ci ty, NY and Oakton Community College of 
Illinois. The results were reported in a New York 
Times story on November 30 that delved into the 
important, and often overlooked, role communi-
ty colleges play in post-secondary education. 
"It's noteworthy that Douglas College did well 
in the categories of academic challenge-which 
asked students how hard they worked creatively 
and intellectually- and student effort, which 
rated activities such as labs, reading, papers, and 
special projects," says Douglas College President 
Susan Witter. "Our racing from students in these 
areas should help dispel the myth that college 
courses are not as challenging as those in univer-
sity," Witter added. 
In the US study, Douglas College was ranked as 
a "top performer," a status reached by only 16 of 
the 93 institutions studied. The college received 
its best grades for "active and collaborative learn-
ing," based on class participation and working 
with other students on projects-activities that 
prepare students to deal with challenges they will 
face in the workplace. 
In an era increasingly emphasizing educational 
accountability, often focusing on enrolment levels 
or graduation figures, the US-based survey was 
devised to develop benchmarks of quality, judg-
ing schools by how effectively they deliver educa-
tional services. Next year, eight prominent 
Canadian universities including UBC will partic-
ipate for the first time in the US companion sur-
vey for universities. 
Millennium Winners 
Kelly Parry 
News Editor 
The Canada Millennium 
Scholarship Foundations has 
awarded four Douglas College 
students with scholarships worth 
$4,000. The awards recognize stu-
dent's post-secondary studies and com-
munity involvement. They are awarded based 
on their leadership abilities and interest in inno-
vation and academic achievement. 
Darren Brow is a Sports Science student and is commu-
nity involvement is widespread. He has coached Peewee 
hockey in Maple Ridge and taught children with disabilities 
how to kayak with The Pacific International Kayak 
Association. He's also on the strata council for his condo-
minium complex, which has a leaky condo problem. "I just 
thought I could help out in ways other people can't. I'm a 
carpenter by trade, so I know how a building's built from 
the ground up." Brow plans to transfer credits from his 
Sport Science courses to UBC and start in the third year of 
the Human Kinetics Program. His ultimate goal is to teach 
physiology at the college level. 
Christi Ang, a Nursing student, is the Douglas College 
student representative for the Registered Nurses Association 
of BC, and is also a BC Red Cross First Responder. She has 
worked with youth groups in Richmond to improve the 
community relations and work against bullying in schools. 
"I want to be a community nurse and go to people's hous-
es," says Ang. "It's hard for people sometimes to communi-
cate at the hospitals especially for new immigrants strug-
gling with language barriers. I want to go to their homes 
and talk to them more." After she gains some experience, 
Ang hopes to work or volunteer as a nurse in Third World 
countries, where medical help is desperately needed. 
Stagecraft student, Chelsea Weber knew she was cutting it 
Resolution: 
Privacy 
Kelly Parry 
News Editor 
The New Year introduces new legisla-
tion that ensures British Columbians' 
personal information is protected. 
The Personal Information 
legislation. 
close. She had saved 
some money from 
her summer job wait-
ressing but it wasn't 
enough to cover her second year 
in the Stagecraft Program at Douglas 
College. Weber's strong record of volun-
teer work, and her leadership qualities, helped 
her win the award. In high school, Weber volun-
teered as a volleyball coach, an anti-drug abuse educa-
tor, and a lighting consultant. Last summer she volun-
teered as the Assistant Stage Manager for the Sunshine 
Theatre Company's production of Vigil in Kelowna. Weber 
plans to get her electrician's ticket after she finishes the pro-
gram, but she's also interested in pursuing scenic painting. 
"I really like the hands-on part of the program," says Weber. 
"''ve learned what I like and don't like to do. There aren't a 
lot of colleges where you get to paint for marks." 
Single mom, Johanna Beemster wanted to study psychol-
ogy when she was 20, but didn't think she could go to uni-
versity. "I didn't know how I could afford to go," she says. 
"I couldn't pay. I didn't know about student loans. And then 
you get involved in life and plans like going to school get 
further and further away." Returning to school at age 45, 
Beemster combined school, raising kids, and volunteering. 
Last summer, Beemster volunteered at Riverview Hospital 
with psychiatric patients. She also has volunteered for the 
Family Education and Support Centre as an assistant facili-
tator in anger management sessions, at a local daycare, and 
as a scout and cub leader. Beemster has completed two years 
of Psychology in the university transfer program at Douglas 
College, and transferred to third year at Simon Fraser 
University, where she's doing a double major in Sociology 
and Psychology. 
Protection Act defmes the kind of per-
sonal information that businesses, 
non-profit organizations, and charities 
can collect from clients, customers, 
employees, and volunteers, and sets 
out what can be done with that infor-
mation. It provides citizens with more 
control over how their personal infor-
mation is obtained and handled, while 
allowing BC businesses and agencies to 
collect, use, and disclose informacion 
for legitimate business purposes. 
Currently, businesses in BC can use 
clients' personal informacion for any 
purpose, including marketing, without 
the client's permission. A federal law, 
the Personal Information Protection 
and Electronic Documents Act, is 
scheduled to come into effect in 2004 
for provinces without privacy 
Over the past year, the Ministry of 
Management Services consulted with 
more than 170 organizations, includ-
ing small and large businesses, non-
profit and professional organizations 
and advocacy groups. Consumers will 
be reassured by consistent business 
practices, and that's good for com-
merce. 
has worked with privacy groups, non-
profit organizations, and businesses to 
develop an act that addresses the con-
cerns of British Columbians." 
To be compliant under the new law, 
companies must appoint a privacy 
point-person and put systems in place 
to make sure customer information is 
secure, accurate, gathered with appro-
priate consent, and not used beyond a 
stated purpose. "BC's Personal Information 
Protection Act provides British 
Columbians with broader coverage 
than the federal act and is less com-
plex," said David Loukidelis, 
Information and Privacy 
Commissioner. ''I'm pleased that BC 
Organizations that don't follow the 
rules can be taken to court or be pub-
licly exposed. 
For information on Bill 38-Personal 
Information Protection Act (PIPA) call 
the PIPA hotline at 250.356.1851. 
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Cinnamon, It's Good for You 
Tanya Perone 
OP Contributor 
Recent studies show that half a teaspoon of 
cinnamon a day can reduce blood sugar lev-
els, which easily helps rype 2 diabetics main-
tain proper sugar counts for healthy living. 
Not only can cinnamon aid diabetics, but 
also any non-diabetic who may have blood 
sugar concerns and not even know about it. 
How does it work? It's as simple as soaking 
one cinnamon stick in your coffee or tea 
daily, or add(n"g it to anything that's in your 
regular diet, such as cereal, oatmeal, or 
yogurt. It's healthy, tasty, readily available, 
and cheap. Now, how often do you find those 
combinations in your favour! 
Lead Scientist, Richard Anderson of the 
US Department of Agriculture's Human 
Research Center in Baltimore, Maryland, 
stated that the findings of how cinnamon 
lowers blood sugar came as a mistake through 
the resting of apple pie and irs sugar content 
(New Scientist). Typically, as in the case of this 
particular apple pie, cinnamon is added for 
extra flavour. Once tests were completed, the 
cinnamon seemed to help decrease the over-
all sugar content. Thus began the testing of 
cinnamon. They had then realized what they 
had stumbled across: A healthy, natural alter-
native to decreasing and stabilizing blood 
sugar. Cinnamon isn't something that your 
body can get too much of, making it safe to 
use in conjunction with all other treatments, 
whether medical or holistic. 
Anderson further explained that methylhy-
droxy chalcone polymer (MHCP), a com-
pound in cinnamon, prevents damaging free 
radicals from forming and helps activate the 
enzyme that causes insulin to bind to cells. 
This allows the fat cells to respond to insulin. 
Free radicals simply defined, are a hi-product 
of the oxidized process, and are commonly 
known for producing toxins in the body. Free 
radicals can lead to heart disease. Type 2 
Diabetes exists when not enough insulin 
receptors are produced, thereby causing sugar 
to build within the bloodstream. Heart-relat-
ed problems, stroke, kidney disease, foot 
problems, gum disease, impotence, and birth 
defects/infant mortality could increase as a 
result of diabetes. An overabundance of glu-
cose can cause serious long-term damage to 
all organs (i.e., kidneys), eyes, and nerves. 
Initial studies began with rats and have 
now moved to the human testing stage. 
Individuals were divided into groups-some 
were given varying amounts of cinnamon 
capsules while other groups were given the 
placebo capsule. All those in the cinnamon 
given groups showed a decrease in their blood 
sugar counts, while the placebo groups 
remained the same prior to testing. 
While cinnamon appears to be good for 
the body, wishful thinking would be to 
assume that cinnamon buns, or any other 
cinnamon flavoured sweets are now okay to 
consume. In fact, all the added fat and sugar 
only contribute unnecessarily to the blood 
sugar problem. As always, it is wise to 
remember that healthy eating and healthy 
moderation of the foods we can't resist, along 
with a regular exercise and sleep regime is 
what matters most in keeping you feeling 
your best. 
Other Health Benefits of Cinnamon? 
• Reduces triglyceride and LDL cholesterol 
• Helps the digestive system 
• Tones tissues 
• Relieves: sinus congestion, menstrual discom-
fort, pain and stiffness of muscles, and joints 
• Helps protect teeth from gum disease and tooth 
decay 
• Microbiologists at Kansas State University 
recently proved that cinnamon helps kill the 
deadly E. coli bacteria 
Diabetes-Are You At Risk? 
Certain individuals are more at risk of developing 
diabetes. Risk factors and symptoms of diabetes 
include: 
• Obesity, the largest factor 
• Lack of exercise, a minimum of thirty minutes a 
day is all you need to help you body process the 
glucose 
• Lack of sleep-less than seven hours a night can 
trigger your body to stop responding to insulin 
If you experience one or more of these symptoms, 
you should talk to you doctor: 
• Excessive thirst 
• Frequent urination 
• Blurred vision 
• Dry, itchy skin 
• Fatigue 
• Unusual increase in appetite 
For more information, check out these sites: 
• http:/ /www.newscientisr.com 
• http:/ /www.mercola.com/2000/sept/3/ 
cinnamon_insulin.hrm 
• http:/ /www.healrhy.ner/asp!templates/ 
ir terview.asp?PageType=lnterview&ID= 190 
• http:/ /www.diaberes-and-
symptoms.com/index.php3 
news • the other press @) 
Get this Siemens 
cellphone for only $5 
with NO CONTRACT 
···7 FREE service features. 
save up to 33% on your 
monthly plan 
···~) FREE face plate and 
headset ($60 value! 
.... :? NO mail-in rebate 
~ 
Now only $ 5* Siemens A56 
Only at the Student Phone Store 
Available with all FIDO monthly plans. 
STUDENT 
PHONE 
STORE 
To get this offer go to www.StudentPhoneStore.com, 
your nearest Travel CUTS shop, or call 1.866.287.1835. 
You can also check out our other exclusive student offers from 
Fido, Bell Mobility, or Rogers AT&T. 
Cjje6t p1t!Ce6 ott ~oe ph.oM6. 
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It was several months ago, on a 
bright, sunny morning that I 
found myself listening in on two 
older fellows walk-and-talk con-
versation. The men were quite a 
pair with their matching tweed 
coats, and black top hats-the 
kind of people that don't really 
belong anywhere, bur in the 
same sense, fit in everywhere. 
They strolled down 
Commercial Drive in an unusu-
ally awkward manner-one 
lurched across the sidewalk with 
long, smooth strides, as the 
other raced along beside him in 
short, hurried steps. The two 
men intrigued me, and before I 
knew it I had passed my street 
and was dangerously close to 
falling into the stalker stereo-
type-side-stepping after my 
newest victims. 
· I finally caught up and over-
heard just two lines of their 
Monday morning back-and-
forth. One said in a wistful 
tone, "I want to write poetry 
that starts conversations," and 
Follow the Rainbow 
Welcome Back! 
Joel Koette, OP Columnist 
the other retorted with the gur-
gling chuckle of a braggart, and 
said, ''I'd be pleased to have con-
versations that start poetry." 
Entranced by the funny sim-
plicity of this overheard tidbit of 
these men's lives, I find now that 
I can't stop myself from strain-
ing my neck to listen in on ran-
dom stranger's conversations. 
When not heard in context, 
most sentences are amusing. 
Now, my dear reader, here is 
where you come into the pic-
ture. You will now benefit from 
my nosy habit, as this is the start 
of a weekly column in the Other 
Press. 
A quote of the week will 
appear just for you, loyal reader. 
Sometimes they will be silly, 
sometimes they will be pretty, 
but they will always be stolen 
words. The column is dedicated 
to the two men in top hats on a 
Monday morning, and to all 
other snoopy observers out 
there. Other people might say 
them, but we can steal them. 
This article is intended to welcome back all the old and new 
students to Douglas College and provide information about 
the Douglas Students' Unions Pride Collective. 
What is Pride? Pride is a sense of one's own proper digni-
ty or values and the self-respect that they hold for them-
selves, their culture, and community. The Pride Collective 
was created to help foster these positive ideas and attitudes 
toward Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual, and Transgendered people. 
The Pride Collective is active on a regular basis holding 
pub nights, campaigning for equal marriage rights, educat-
ing the college community on AIDS awareness, and on the 
Queer community. Beginning in the January 2004 semester 
the DSU Pride Collective will be launching our Positive 
Space Campaign at both campuses. The campaign will con-
sist of positive space stickers, myth and fact sheets, pam-
phlets, and posters that will be distributed to each and every 
professor, staff person, and office on campus. Each individ-
ual will have the option to make their office a "Positive 
Space" for members and allies of the Queer community. The 
Positive Space Campaign has been launched at many other 
campuses around the Lower Mainland and across Canada in 
the hopes of eliminating homophobia on our campuses and 
in our communities. The Pride Collective is hoping the 
Positive Space Campaign will be a huge success. 
Angela Blattmann 
OP Photographer 
Page 6 
If you have any questions about how to get involved with 
the Pride Collective visit the Pride Resource Centre on the 
top floor of the Douglas Students' Union in room 328 or 
contact us by phone at 604.527.5474. W~lcome back every-
one. 
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Dear Diary 
Lynn Paus 
OP Contributor 
I miss my Christmas tree. I miss long relaxing 
hours cuddled up in my fleece blanket, drinking 
tea, and reading books-no schoolbooks. The 
gift of time over the past few weeks has been 
pure heaven. No projects, no homework, and 
no deadlines. Now that school's started again, 
it's hard to get motivated and into the swing of 
things after the long semester break. I always 
dread taking down my cheerful Christmas tree 
on New Year's Day and this year it was doubly 
hard because it was a reminder that I'd have to 
get into student-mode again within a few days. 
Our family ritual of bringing in the New Year 
includes taking the tree down and putting the 
ornaments away on the first day of January. It 
also includes the dreaded creation of New Year's 
resolutions. I loathe these darn things and this 
year I rebelled and refused to make any resolu-
tions for 2004. Tell me, why do so many people 
decide they need a makeover at the beginning of 
each year? Why do they announce their resolu-
tions so publicly? Knowing all the while, that 
they will most likely fail (just like every other 
year) and everyone will be witness to the 
inevitable fizzle of their grand intentions? 
Yes, I believe that New Year's resolutions will 
inevitably fail and that's why I'm not taking part 
in the crazy ritual this year. How can it be good 
for a person to look in a mirror and find them-
selves wanting? Once we start judging ourselves 
as not thin enough, or not organized enough, or 
not fill-in-the-blank enough, we start on this 
quick downward spiral of shame and guilt 
which ultimately sabotages our intentions/reso-
lutions. We fail and then feel bad about it until 
the next year and then we go through the whole 
crazy thing all over again. Now that just sucks! 
So, Dear Diary, this year I will not resolve to 
eat healthier, exercise regularly, spend less 
money, and get straight As at school. This year, 
instead of making grand plans to makeover the 
way I look, live, and act, I'm going to treat 
myself kindly and accept myself unconditional-
ly. Oh no, I just made a New Year's resolution! 
Name: David 
Age: 25 
Program at Douglas College? Business 
Last CD in your stereo? 
Ghetto Fabulous 
Worst Christmas gift you've ever gotten? 
I walked into my brothers room while he was lis-
tening to a CD. He popped it outta the player and 
said, "Hey, here's your Christmas present." 
Best part of the holidays? 
Being away from family, cooking dinner, and play-
ing poker with friends. 
How did you spend New Years? 
At a hot-tubbing house parry in West Van. 
Have you ever made a New Years resolution that 
you kept? 
I don't think I've ever made one. 
December 1 0, 2003 
In the Pagoda 
Mathew Little 
OP Contributor 
In the Pagoda is 
Column in the Other Press. It 
will feature stories of spiritu-
al cultivation, legends of 
enlightened beings, articles 
about new science that 
challenge old conventions, 
and more. 
This section is named in 
honour of the Little 
Swallow Pagoda, which 
lies south of--Xi'an City, 
China, in the center of 
Jianfu Temple. It is a typ-
ical Buddhist pagoda 
with multi-layer dense 
eaves. It is called the 
Little Swallow Pagoda because 
it is three kilometres away 
from the Big Swallow Pagoda 
and is also shorter in height. 
The Little Swallow Pagoda 
was constructed during the 
reign of Emperor Tang 
Jinglong (707-709 AD). The 
pagoda is 45 metres tall and 
has 15 levels. Its design is one 
of the most commonly seen 
styles of construction during 
the Tang Dynasty. Legend has 
it that the pagoda was built 
after Buddhist Master Yijing 
applied in writing to the 
throne for funds to build a 
pagoda in order to store the 
treasured Buddhist scriptures 
brought back from India. 
The exquisitely elegant 
Little Swallow Pagoda stood 
in contrast with the magnifi-
cent and solemn Big Swallow 
Pagoda. This brick pagoda is 
almost like a spindle in shape, 
43.38 metres in height. 
Horirontally, it is square in 
structure with each lateral 
11.56 metres in length. 
Under each eave, two layers 
of water caltrop shaped beaks 
were built to form the multi-
ple eaves and sectioned ter-
races-valiant and beautiful. 
The entrance is framed with 
dark stones decorated with the 
delicate refined carving of the 
Tang Dynasty. The pictures 
above the entrance show peo-
ple offering provisions to 
heavenly beings, which reflect 
the respect and worship of 
ancient people to Buddha. 
Weathered by rains and 
storms over hundreds of years, 
the legend has it that Little 
Swallow Pagoda was once 
fused back together by gods. 
In the 23rd year of Emperor 
Ming Chenghua's reign (1487 
AD), an earthquake rook 
place in Shaanxi Province. 
The carved records on top of 
the entrance state, "In Ming 
Chenghua's 23rd year, 
Changan (today's Xi'an) had 
an earthquake. The pagoda 
cracked from the top to the 
bottom, a foot wide, and open 
like a window. Passers-by 
could clearly see it. At the end 
of Ming Zhengde's reign, the 
earth shook again. The huge 
crack completely disappeared 
as if gods had fused the 
cracked parts back together." 
In the later years to come, two 
more similar phenomena hap-
pened. That a brick pagoda 
could sustain earthquakes 
without collapsing and even 
resume its original status is 
definitely something miracu-
lous. 
Today's people have discov-
ered that ancient builders 
observed the geological condi-
tions in Xi'an, and construct-
ed the pagoda's foundation by 
tamping it into a hemisphere, 
which enabled the pressure 
from the quake to evenly dis-
perse. The Little Swallow 
Pagoda is like a "tumbler" (a 
toy figure with its lower body 
resembling a hemisphere that 
wobbles but never falls), sur-
viving more than 70 earth-
quakes and still standing as 
firm as a rock. 
Perhaps some of us feel like 
the Little Swallow Pagoda, 
like the Earth has shaken and 
we have been cracked down 
the middle. Maybe some of us 
have also felt that there is 
something out there, some-
thing powerful and benevo-
lent, and it can help us fuse 
ourselves together. This col-
umn is dedicated to remind-
ing us that like the Little 
Swallow Pagoda, there is 
something deep in our being, 
at our very base, that gives us 
the ability to keep standing no 
matter how hard the Earth 
shakes. 
For articles, suggestions, or 
to receive "In the Pagoda'' arti-
cles in your email write to 
rectify@ziplip.com 
DearTelus: 
Ted Morrison 
OP Contributor 
"I am no longer surprised at the 
deficiencies of Telus service. Just 
disappointed. The more so 
because I'm certain the person 
reading this is working very hard, 
while the ship sinks about them." 
The sentence above appeared in 
a message I sent to Telus from the 
feedback area of the mytelus.com 
website. It was actually the last 
sentence in the letter. The rest will 
take some explaining. 
I own a 1964 Harmony guitar, 
which I purchased at Barry's 
Guitar and Barbershop in Vedder 
Crossing, a little suburb of 
Chilliwack. Barry's a great guy and 
I wanted to drop in on the week-
end and kibitz a little. But I don't 
have his business phone number, 
and didn't feel like getting raped 
for a dollar by calling directory 
assistance from my home phone. 
Last year, Veriwn Jr., I mean 
Telus, decided that they would no 
longer provide directories for the 
Greater Vancouver area. 
Residential customers would now 
get only the directory for their 
home municipality. This was part-
ly justified by the assertion that 
most households in the GVRD 
now have internet access, and that 
therefore customers could avail 
themselves of the mytelus.com 
website directory service. 
My journey started well enough. 
I got the address wrong-I'm still 
punching in mybc.ca, but the redi-
rect worked brilliantly, and I got to 
the myrelus.com homepage. The 
menu was good, and I quickly 
found the "Directory" page. 
There I found a new form. This 
page asked me to fill in blanks 
under "canadian people fmder," 
"canadian business finder," or 
"british columbia blue pages." 
That's how they were spelled by 
the way-no capitals. I guess 
being quasi-literate is cool in 
telecommunications? Or maybe 
it's a slip that shows how Telus 
feels about us unwashed masses. 
On the "business" form, I filled 
in category blanks related to 
"Province," and "City." "Business 
Name" I left blank, as I wasn't cer-
tain what Barry's place was called 
these days. Then I looked at the 
"Category" space. 
I clicked "Browse Categories," 
then found ''Arts, Music, Books 
and Photography" on the list (Isn't 
it amazing how they capitalize 
everything except "Canada" and 
"British Columbia?" I really think 
that's an attitude indicator). 
Under the AMBP listings I 
found and clicked on 
"Instruments." This took me back 
to the business finder form. I filled 
in the "City" blank with "Vedder 
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Crossing" and the "Province" 
blank (from the list) with BC. 
Then I punched "Find It." The 
response I got was: "Sorry. The 
category "Music instruments" and 
the city "Vedder Crossing" could 
not be found." 
An accompanying list of things I 
could have screwed up included 
spelling, modifying my category to 
be more general than "music 
instruments" (a category I selected 
from a Telus list) and using "offi-
cial postal service names for cities 
and towns." I guessed the postal 
service, which reliably delivered 
mail to Vedder Crossing for 
decades, probably had the name 
written down somewhere. 
Nonetheless I grumbled and 
changed "Vedder Crossing" to 
"Chilliwack." The response: 
"Sorry, the category "Music instru-
ments" could not be found." 
Now remember-! picked this 
category off of Telus' list, I didn't 
invent it. This is presumably one 
of the handy categories Telus may 
find useful to categorize things in, 
as in "Suckers" for residential and 
pay-phone customers, or "more 
Ca$h" for business customers, or 
"better service" for what increasing 
numbers of annoyed Telus clients 
would politely call "layoffs." But I 
was undaunted. Why? Because I'm 
stupid. 
I returned to the form. I found a 
link to "search by distance," and 
followed it to another form. There 
I entered the self-same category 
"Music instruments," and asked 
Tel us to look for a business of that 
type within 200 kilometres of 
Vancouver. The list, I expected 
would be long, but I could sort it 
out fairly quickly. 
Guess what. There are no musi-
cal instrument stores within 200 
clicks of Vancouver. Doubtless 
Long & McQuade will be horri-
fied. What's Tom Lee up to in that 
four-story building on Granville 
Street? The RCMP should defi-
nitely be alerted, no? 
Again, the category "Music 
instruments" could not be found. 
At this point, I was steaming. 
"Dear Sir: I browsed your busi-
ness categories. I selected 
"Instruments" from the drop-
down list. When I searched the 
engine told me that the category 
could not be found. As an experi-
ment, I expanded the search area 
to within 200 km of Vancouver. 
Same result. 
Now I know that musical instru-
ment shops exist in profusion 
throughout Vancouver and the 
Fraser Valley. I can only conclude 
your directory is of limited use. 
But to be honest, Telus has contin-
ually failed to impress me. Pay 
phones now charge for directory 
assistance. I am charged for look-
ing up newly changed numbers. I 
pay $.16 a month for 911 services 
and no one has yet justified this 
cost. My costs for home service 
have risen, while said service has 
become consistently worse. 
The dirtiest manoeuvre of all is 
that a telephone company partially 
owned by a publisher of telephone 
books-Verizon, has decided sud-
denly to fail to supply me with the 
appropriate phone books for my 
personal and business area-
Greater Vancouver." 
The last sentence in this letter is 
the first one at the top of this edi-
torial? Rant? Whatever. 
I'd like to think that my mes-
sage, sent in the current climate of 
panic by Tel us over their less-than-
stellar service, might have motivat-
ed a few small changes. Perhaps 
those in charge of the conspiracy 
to defraud would mellow and 
allow us the service we pay for. But 
it won't, I can guarantee that. 
Y'know how I know? 
Two days later, a message from 
Telus turned up in my "account I 
use when nosy websites want 
somewhere to send the Spam" 
account. I was pleased that a 
response had been dispatched so 
quickly under such trying condi-
tions as the support people have 
doubtless had to endure. Pinched 
as they are between management, 
and angry Telus customers 
(although calling them "angry" 
may be redundant, I suppose), it's 
a wonder they get anything 
accomplished at all. 
I opened the message, to find 
inside a note from 
postmaster@telus.net. The subject 
was "Delivery status notification 
(failure)." Let me clarify: A mes-
sage sent from a Telus webpage 
(whose purpose is to solicit and 
transmit feedback) to a Telus cus-
tomer service address was dumped 
into my mailbox as "undeliver-
able." 
I didn't laugh. It said it all, 
really. 
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Consumer Products Start 
and End Witn Nature 
David Suzuki 
David Suzuki Foundation 
Christmas season means 
advertising season. Local 
mailboxes and newspapers 
are laden with flyers. Children plead for 
the latest toys they've seen on television. 
Awash in consumer products and com-
mercials, it's easy to forget where all this 
stuff comes from and where it goes. 
We put up with advertising saturation 
because we don't have much choice. 
Between television and radio commercials, 
print advertising, pop-up internet ads, 
billboards, and more, we can't get away 
from it. Some companies will help pay for 
a new car if you're willing to drive one fes-
tooned with advertisements. For $5,000, a 
Texan even agreed to have an advertise-
ment permanently tattooed on the back of 
his head. Scary stuff. 
But every once and a while I still see an 
advertisement so fundamentally stupid it 
takes my breath away. Such is the case 
with a recent television ad for a dishcloth 
that has been impregnated with soap. The 
big kicker? It's disposable. Use it once and 
throw it away. Why not? As the actor in 
the commercial says, "There's plenty more 
where that came from!" 
Funny, I hadn't realized that plain old 
reusable dishcloths were such a terrible 
inconvenience. Good thing a nice compa-
ny was willing to point out my hardship. 
And look, they have a product to solve the 
problem. How thoughtful! 
Now, this product by itself is not going 
to cause environmental disaster. In fact, 
disposable products like this are pretty 
minor in the big scheme of things. 
Humanity's largest impact on the environ-
ment comes from things like driving our 
cars, heating our homes, and growing and 
processing our food. Disposable cloths 
barely register on the radar screen of envi-
ronmental problems. 
It's the attitude that is the real problem: 
"there's plenty more where that came 
from." This, in a nutshell, is the reason 
why humanity has managed to get itself 
into so much trouble. We keep assuming 
there's plenty more of everything-plenty 
more fish in the sea, plenty more forests, 
plenty more wild spaces, plenty more nat-
ural resources, plenty more room in the 
oceans and in the atmosphere for our 
wastes. In reality, our planet is actually 
very. small and interconnected. Our 
atmosphere, for example, isn't much more 
than ten kilometers thick. So it shouldn't 
really surprise us that spewing air pollu-
tion and heat-trapping gases from our cars 
and factories causes smog and global 
warming. 
These problems are costing us a fortune. 
According to the Ontario Medical 
Association, smog costs taxpayers in 
Ontario alone more than $1 billion every 
year through increased health care costs 
and lost workdays. Global warming 
expenses are just beginning, but record 
extreme weather events around the world 
in 2003 caused more than US $60 billion 
in damages-something the World 
Meteorological Organization says will 
continue to increase with global warming. 
For years now, insurance companies have 
been telling us their payouts for weather 
related damage are skyrocketing. 
If we want to change this trend and have 
a clean, healthy, sustainable future, we 
have to consider the real costs of all our 
activities and products. We have to build 
external costs into the price of everything 
from gasoline to dishcloths. We have to 
encourage clean practices and efficiency, 
and discourage waste. 
Right now, we are very wasteful with 
our use of natural resources-including 
energy-largely because society as a 
whole, rather than an individual or a com-
pany, has to pay for the resulting pollu-
tion. The company touting disposable 
dishcloths, for example, does not have to 
pay for increased air and water pollution, 
rising health care costs and global warm-
ing. We all do. Consider that when you see 
a commercial for a blatantly wasteful 
product. Plenty more where that came 
from? Think again. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn more 
at <www.davidsuzuki.org>. 
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DThird egree 
Angela Blattmann 
OP Photographer 
Name: Osen 
Answer: I somewhat agree. 
The teachers can go either 
way, but the Student Union 
is fabulous and I always read 
the Other Press. I detest the 
Cafeteria though. 
Name: Christopher 
Answer: I mostly agree. I 
like the more intimate pro-
fessor/class relations, but it 
sucks trying to get into 
English! 
Name: Odessa 
Answer: I mostly agree, but I 
don't like having to compete 
for classes. It is cheaper than 
University, though. 
Douglas College 
Events 
Jou Tou- World Music 
Collective 
Noon at New West presents 
this performance by musi-
cians Andre Thibault, Pepe 
D anza, ~ui Xia He, and Amy 
Stephen 
Jan. 8, 12:30pm, Performing 
Arts Theatre 
Images of Cuba 
Visions of Cuba by Esther 
Rausenberg, Richard Tetrault, 
Anna Maria DiSpirito, and 
Ian Joyce. Opening reception 
Jan. 8, 4-7:30pm 
Jan. 8-Feb. 20,Amelia 
Douglas Art Gallery, New 
West Campus 
For more information call 
604.527.5522 
Theatre 
Puss in Boots 
Traditional English-style pan-
tomime by Ellie King 
To Jan. 10, 7pm, Burr 
Theatre 
For tickets and information 
call 604.523.2877 
Singin' In The Rain 
Bill Millerd directs Betty 
Camden and Adolph Green's 
classic musical, starring Peter 
Huck, Cara Hunter, Cailin 
Stadnyk, and Todd Talbot 
To Jan. 11 (hold-over dates: 
Jan. 13-17 at 8pm,Jan. 14, 
17-18 at 2pm), Stanley 
Theatre 
Tickets at Ticketmaster, 
604.280.3311 
K. 
Kaleideskop Theatre, Rumble 
Productions, and Theatre at 
UBC present writer-director 
Martin Tulinius's portrait of 
20th-century writer Franz 
Kafka 
Jan. 4-14, 7:30pm, Frederic 
Wood T heatre (UBC) 
For tickets and information 
call 604.822.2678 
Porn Star And Dissolve 
Vivid Blackouts Collective 
presents Porn Star by Chris 
Craddock and Dissolve by 
Meghan Gardiner 
Jan. 7-17, Wed-Satat8pm 
Oan. 11 at 2pm), Festival 
House 
For tickets and information 
call 604.224.3154 
Janis Janus 
La Kudelka and Sister 
Woman Theatre Collective 
present Jan Kudelka in a the-
atrical tribute to Janis Joplin, 
directed by Aiyyana Maracle 
Jan. 13-18, Fireball Arts 
Centre 
For tickets and information 
call 604.689.0926 
Galleries 
In Advance of the Coffee 
Table Book 
Works by Eli Bornowsky 
To Jan. 10, Helen Pitt G allery 
For more information call 
604.681.6740 
Historical Portraits, 
Contemporary 
Interpretations 
Portraits in textile and fur by 
Marianne Corless and Ruth 
Scheuing 
To Jan. 11, Evergreen 
Cultural Centre 
For more information call 
604.927.6550 
Through 
Photography and mixed-
media works by Florence 
Debeugny 
To Jan. 13, Vancouver East 
Cultural Centre 
Housing Project 
Architectural installation and 
photos by Kathy Tycholis 
To Jan. 17, Access Artist Run 
Centre 
For more information call 
604.689.2907 
The Agony and the 
E cstasy 
Sculptural installation by 
Kerri Reid 
To Jan. 24, Or Gallery 
For more information call 
604.683.7395 
Group Exhibition 
Works by Roy Arden, Karl 
Bloosfeldt, Graham Gillmore, 
Holger Kalberg, Mark Lewis, 
Scott McFarland, Derek 
Root, and Howard Ursuliak 
To Jan. 29, Monte 
door 
John Rae and the River 
It's a new year kids, time to 
keep your resolution to get 
out there and hear some 
quality live music. Here's the 
perfect opportunity, John Rae 
and the River perform with 
Sleeping Limb and guests 
Jan. 8, The Brickyard 
For more information call 
604.685.3922 
E lvis Meets T he Beatles 
Tributes by Randy "Elvis" 
Friskie and the Moptops 
Jan. 9, 8pm, Bell Performing 
Arts Centre 
Tickets $34 plus service 
charges and fees at 
Ticketrnaster, 604.280.4444 
Helen Pitt Gallery Benefit 
You want to support local 
arts and culture, don't you? 
Well, it's time to put your stu-
dent loan money where your 
mouth is. Fundraising per-
formances by local rock 
bands Chopper, the Neins, 
They Shoot Horses Don't 
They?, and Family Man 
Jan. 9, 8pm-1am, WISE Hall 
Tickets $10/7 at the door, for 
more information call 
604.681.6740 
All Country at the Western 
Front 
Featuring country music by 
John Guliak & the Lougan 
Bros., Kent McAlister & His 
Band, and Roger Dean 
Young and the Tin Cup 
Jan. 10, 8pm, Western Front 
Tickets at Red Cat and 
Highlife Records, $8 at the 
door 
The Toasters 
Ska veterans from New York 
City, with local guests Los 
Furios 
Jan. 11, doors 7:30pm, WISE 
Hall 
Tickets at Zulu, Scratch, and 
Highlife Records. 
For more information call 
604.254.5858 
Clark Gallery 
For more infor-
marion call 
604.730.5000 Win with 
Concerts 
All-Ages 
Hardcore 
Featuring per-
formances by 
Champion, Blue 
Monday, 
Desperate 
Measures, Far 
From Breaking, 
and Mental 
Jan. 8, 8pm, 
Video In Studios, 
tickets $8 at the 
citysoup.cal 
Win an autographed Nickelback "The Long Road" CD, 
and get the details on how you can score backstage 
passes to their GM Place Concert! 
Visit www.citysoup.ca for details. Contest runs from 
January 1st to 31st. • 
c•tysoup.ca 
'ftM~" · {:""'" ~ 
This Week In History ... Amanda Aikman Culture Editor 
January 13, 1968: 
Dr. K.C. Pollack of the University of 
Florida audio lab reported that tests 
had shown the noise generated at 
rock and roll concerts was harmful to 
teenage ears. "Car full of buccaneers? 
What's that dude going on about?" 
was the response of the Florida teens. 
January 13, 1979: 
The Y.M.C.A. filed a lawsuit against 
the Village People over their song, 
"Y.M.C.A." Unfortunately for the fit-
ness centre, the suit was dropped 
faster than two pairs of tight denim 
cut-offs to the floor of their men's 
locker room. 
January 14, 1966: 
David Jones changed his last name to 
Bowie to avoid confusion with Davy 
Jones from the Monkees. Apparently 
the fact that he was two feet taller, 
wore makeup, dressed like a disco 
alien, and had actual talent just wasn't 
cutting it. 
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Check out these latest releases while 
they're still warm! 
Movie: 
Along Came Polly, Release date: January 
16 
Ben Stiller plays Reuben Feffer, whose 
anti-risk lifestyle is turned upside down 
when he is dumped on his honeymoon 
in favour of a muscle-bound scuba 
instructor. The distraught Feffer vows to 
play it even safer after this debacle but 
then along comes Polly, played by 
Jennifer Aniston, an adventurous child-
hood friend who whisks him off his feet 
and into a whirlwind series of zany 
goings on. If that doesn't do it for you 
perhaps this will-Philip Seymour 
Hoffman is in it. That boy always brings 
the goods. 
Book: 
Ring of Fire: A Tribute to johnny Cash, by 
Brian Mansfield 
Release Date: January 
Let the year of]ohnny begin. Two thou-
sand and four will see the release of a 
motion picture about the man in black 
starring Joaquin Phoenix and Reese 
Witherspoon, and the books, compila-
tions, and tribute albums are sure to 
keep on comin'. Mansfield's book is 
being billed as a collector's piece and it 
features tributes to Cash from a variety 
of musicians and actors as well as amaz-
ing photographs by Les Leverett, the 
official photographer of the Grand Ole 
Opry for more than 30 years. 
Album: 
Hold on Love, Azure Ray 
Release Date: January 20 
Orenda Fink and Maria Taylor are back 
with their third full-length album-an 
intimate, ethereal, and surprisingly 
upbeat record from these soulful 
Southern ladies. Longtime producer 
and collaborator Eric Bachmann's 
(Archers of Loaf, Crooked Fingers) 
influence is evident and welcome, par-
ticularly throughout the warm and 
smoldering string arrangements that 
permeate the record. Another pretty 
album from the good folks at Saddle 
Creek Records, it'll be sure to keep you 
warm on those cold January evenings. 
December 1 0, 2003 
The Best of 2003 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
Oh 2003 I will surely miss you. After all, you're the one who 
gave me the Flaming Lips show at the Plaza of Nations and 
the one who brought My Morning Jacket to town practical-
ly every other weekend. Okay, so you were also responsible 
for Shania Twain's recent presence in Vancouver and you 
somehow let Nickelback slip through security a few times-
but hey, I don't blame you, a year is a long time and you can't 
be expected to be on the ball 24/7. 
With so many fabulous and memorable concerts, albums, 
movies, and theatre performances throughom the year, it is 
difficult to narrow them down into mere top-five lists-but 
I will anyway, because that's just how much I care about you. 
For your part, be sure and stay tuned to the Other Press 
throughout the month of January so as to reap the full ben-
efit of my wisdom. This week we visit the exciting world of 
live music. 
Top Five Concerts: 
5. My Morning Jacket at Richard's on Richards/The Gossip 
at the Royal 
Tied for fifth place are the My Morning Jacket (newmu-
sicwest) and The Gossip shows. The Gossip show was great 
for so many reasons-Frog Eyes opened up, the drinks were 
cheap, people danced and sang, .and just generally got down, 
and The Gossip blew the roof off of the now defunct Royal 
venue. Good times. 
My Morning Jacket was the highlight of the newmu-
sicwest festival last year, in all their barefoot, longhaired, 
rock-and-roll splendour these boys bedazzled a crowd of 
adoring Vancouverites. Luckily for us they returned the 
favour two more times before 2003 finally kicked the buck-
et. 
4. The Weakerthans at the Commodore Ballroom 
want him. Who else sings songs from a house eat's perspec-
tive or pens pretty lyrics like "I am a faulty string of blue 
Christmas lights?" The pride of Manitoba (in spite of, or 
more likely because of, the fact that their song "One Great 
City!" features the line "I hate Winnipeg") were charming, 
entertaining, and just plain swell when they played the 
Commodore this past September. 
3. Bright Eyes with Arab Strap and David Bazan at the 
Commodore Ballroom 
Yeah I know this show paled in comparison to the previ-
ous Bright Eyes show at Richard's on Richards, but even a 
lesser performance from this band is still light years ahead of 
what you are likely to see from anyone else these days. Not 
to mention the fact that this show featured those Arab Strap 
fellas and a surprise solo performance from Pedro the Lion's 
David Bazan. Talk about bang for your buck. 
2. Martin Tielli at The Gumboot Cafe 
It's no secret that I believe Martin Tielli is a genius, and if 
you had seen him play this show you would have no choice 
but to agree. Moses, Houdini, Frosty the Snowman-they 
ain't got nothing on him. This man is the real article. Pure 
magic. 
1. The Flaming Lips at Plaza of Nations 
Holy smokes, I found God at a rock show. Oh wait, that 
wasn't God-it was just some guy with a beard by the donut 
stand. Even so, this night was definitely of the unforgettable, 
life-affirming, bordering-on-religious-experience variety. 
Although it only lasted for a few minutes, when everyone 
sang along to "Yoshimi," all was finally right with the world. 
Welcome to the Church of The Flaming Lips my friends, 
salvation never sounded so sweet. 
Isn't John K. Samson dreamy? Oh come on you know you Next ~ek, Top Albums of2003 ... 
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Chagall: Storyteller 
Lynn Paus 
OP Contributor 
The Vancouver Art Gallery is 
currently showing a special 
exhibit that gives us a unique 
- opportunity to feast our eyes on 
a selection of works by Marc 
Chagall (1877-1985). This sur-
vey of Chagall's work is the first 
to be presented in Vancouver 
and it focuses on his illustrations 
of several different classic manu-
scripts. These rare works by one 
of Europe's grQtest 20th-century 
artists will be in Vancouver until 
February 8, 2004. 
Born in Russia in 1887, 
Chagall lived well into his 90s 
and enjoyed a prolific career that 
spanned more than eight decades 
of the twentieth century. Much 
of his inspiration was drawn 
from his childhood in the 
Russian village of Vitebsk. His 
fantastic and whimsical subjects 
reflect his love of Russian folk art 
and his roots in the Hasidic 
Jewish culture into which he was 
born. Although he settled ulti-
mately in France, he also lived 
and worked in Russia, Germany, 
and North America. His style 
was always distinctly his own, 
although at different times his 
work reflected influences of the 
movements he encountered in 
France and Germany: Fauvism, 
Cubism, Expressionism, and 
Surrealism. Best remembered as 
a painter, Chagdl also made 
etchings, drypoints, lithographs, 
) ~ . 1 I 
and gouaches to illustrate manu-
scripts. Additionally, he created 
collages, mosaics, ceram1cs, 
sculptures, tapestries, stage 
designs, and also became one of 
the most famous stained-glass 
artists of modern times. 
The Chagall: Storyteller exhib-
it is made up of over 200 works 
that include etchings, drypoints, 
lithographs, gouaches, and works 
on paper. These works were 
commissioned during the early 
twentieth century to illustrate 
classic masterpieces of literature 
and are outstanding examples of 
both Chagall's development as a 
master printmaker as well as his 
unique artistic ability to tell a 
story. 
The Vancouver Art Gallery 
exhibit focuses on the artist's 
illustrations of four classic pieces 
of literature. 
sonal v1s1on of his religious 
roots." These illustrations show 
his depth of understanding and 
sympathy for peoples' relation-
ships with each other and for 
their spiritual relationship with 
their God. 
Thirdly, the exhibit includes a 
number of works that Chagall 
did to illustrate the French liter-
ature classic Fables by Jean De La 
Fontaine. Chagall has not illus-
trated these fables in a conven-
tional sense, but seems to convey 
the essence of the fable through 
building up series of blots, 
smudges, and scratches, which 
miraculously blend into recog-
nizable creatures and elements 
from nature. 
The first, Chagall's illustra-
tions for the Russian satire Dead 
Souls by Nikolai Gogo!, captures 
and caricatures the manners of 
the inhabitants of small Russian 
towns during the 1830's. These 
black-and-white etchings are 
amazing because of Chagall's 
ability to portray humour, 
action, and character with a few 
telling lines. 
Finally, are Chagall's litho-
graphs illustrating the ancient 
love -story of two Greek 
teenagers, Daphnis and Chloe. 
These lithographs are universally 
accepted as Chagall's most 
important prints and their 
dreamlike images enthrall with 
their rich, glowing colours. 
These prints alone are worth the 
price of admission. 
In addition to the collection of 
illustrations, the VAG also has a 
number of Chagall's other works 
and I highly recommend that 
you take the time to view the 
haunting and exotic "The 
Praying Jew" (Rabbi ofVitebsk). 
The striking patterns, abstract 
background, and slightly distort-
ed features of the old rabbi, show 
Chagall's absorption of modern 
tendencies, especially of Cubism. 
Chagall created a number of 
variations of this painting, many 
of which have permanent homes 
in some of the most famous art 
galleries in the world. 
hotels in order to see them in 
their permanent homes. Make 
an afternoon of it-take the 
Skytrain downtown, visit the 
gallery, wander along Robson 
Street, and have a hot dog. We 
live in a beautiful city, support 
your local gallery and the arts 
community in Vancouver and 
check out Chagall: Storyteller. 
The second, a series of Bible 
illustrations Chagall was com-
missioned to create in 1930, 
" . .. resulted in a unique and per-
This is a unique opportunity 
to see some of Marc Chagall's 
work up-dose-and-personal 
without having to shell out an 
enormous amount in airfare and 
For more information call 
604.662.4700, or visit 
<www.vanartgallery.bc.ca>. 
t ) 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
No one can make a Tim Burton film like Tim 
Burton, and Big Fish is definitely a Tim Burton 
film. This whimsical tale is once again host to the 
trademark surreal enchantment that made the cele-
brated filmmaker's previous works like Edward 
Scissorhands, Ed Wood, and The Nightmare Before 
Christmas so memorable. 
This time around Burton's charming and unique 
vision brings to life the larger than life story of 
Edward Bloom (what is it about guys named Ed in 
Tim Burton films anyway?), a traveling salesman 
with a predilection toward tall tales. Bloom, played 
by the charismatic Albert Finney, is dying and his 
estranged son Will, played by the beautiful Billy 
Crudup, has returned home with hopes of finally 
uncovering the truth of his heritage from beneath 
the layers of his father's fables. What he discovers in 
the process, however, is that his father's storytelling 
is it's own form of truth-one that he eventually 
learns to embrace. 
The ailing Bloom spins a series of charming yarns 
for his son's wife Josephine (Marion Cotillard) tak-
ing us along with her on a magical mystery tour 
filled with fantastical characters and touching sub-
text. Ewan McGregor, in an engaging performance 
as the "big fish" in the small town of Ashton, 
Alabama, is perfectly cast as the young Edward 
Bloom. His wide-eyed, head-in-the-clouds 
demeanour leaps off the screen in true fairytale 
fashion as the aging Bloom reminisces over his life-
time of extraordinary adventures. 
Through Bloom's wondrous stories we meet such 
otherworldly characters as a lonely giant, a prophet-
ic witch, a poet-turned-bank robber, a circus ring-
master who is part werewolf, and a conjoined sister 
singing act, just to name a few. Listening to his 
father retell the same implausible stories he had 
been hearing his entire life, Will becomes more anx-
ious to get the "real" facts. Setting out to debunk his 
father's mythical life Will ends up realizing that 
sometimes truth, if not stranger, can at least be 
almost as strange as fiction after all. 
_ ]U) - r , - - - ·~ r 1 n .T ?r . ., 
http://www.otherpress.ca • Page 11 
-
® Gallary 
the other press • Culture December 1 0, 2003 
Photo[graphic] 
Photos by Lynn Paus 
Page 12 • http://..,~ 
December 1 0, 2003 
Poetry/Fiction/Essays/etc. 
The Cat Lover 
They wouldn't believe me 
when I told them 
you were a cat lover. 
Why would they? 
The first time they met you 
you were on their doorstep 
at ten p.m. barking 
that the next time their cat 
pisses in your flower garden 
you will shoot it. 
Pacing the street 
in your plaid housecoat 
and fuzzy lippers 
you would rant 
about the fuckin' inconsiderate 
cat people. You are too sick 
for this, you say, and open your 
housecoat, exposing 
your distended belly and the scar 
where the cancer was cut out. 
Almost fucldn 'opened it 
when I threw that damned cat! you holler, 
red face clashing with orange beard 
and brilliant blue eyes. 
They told how Aya 
was hit by a car last night. 
A friend of the neighbours, 
they said. The cat was gone 
for hours. You came along, sometime later, 
tabby cat cradled in tattooed arms. 
She had been lying on your doorstep, 
leg broken, waiting for you 
to come home. 
She always knew you 
were a cat lover. 
Barbara K. Adamski 
Culture • the other press @) 
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Penny Arcade 
Lynn Paus 
OP Contributor 
I used to get a lot of grief from my friends and parents 
over the fact that I let my kids indulge in countless hours 
of computer-game mayhem and murder. There were a 
couple of years that even I was worried that my children's 
virtual life had irrevocably taken precedence over their 
"real" life. I read articles and watched TV documentaries 
about the dangers of violent video games and was almost 
convinced that I, bad mother that I was, was allowing my 
children to slide into a world of isolation, self-absorption, 
and violence. What a crock that turned out to be! 
charity roy drive in conjunction with the Seattle 
Children's Hospital and Amazon. com to make Christmas 
a little brighter this year for those youngsters stuck in the 
hospital over the holidays. An Amazon Wish List full of 
kid-friendly video games, movies, and toys was created 
for the kids, and the readers of Penny Arcade were asked 
to browse the wish list and place an order to donate a toy. 
Worldwide, the Penny Arcade readership is approxi-
mately 150,000 strong, and as Gabe wrote in a post on 
the Penny Arcade website, "We are arguably the largest 
community of garners on the internet. The important 
word there being community .. . You guys have proven 
yourselves to be a powerful force when stirred into action. 
Here is your opportunity to use that power to do some 
real good." And good they did. 
December 1 0, 2003 
!):1y children and their friends are still garners, but 
they're also hard-working employees or business owners, 
prolific readers, good friends to each other, and caring 
sons/daughters, grandsons/granddaughters, and broth-
ers/sisters. They pay rent, taxes, and contribute to chari-
ty-and they're not lone voices within the gaming com-
munity. This year, that gaming community did them-
selves proud over Christmas, thanks to a charity drive ini-
tiated by the founders of the on-line cartoon strip: Penny 
Arcade. 
Gabe and Tycho's belief in the generosity of their fellow 
garners was proven immediately by the overwhelming 
response as donations from around the world came pour-
ing in. The toys first filled a garage and then spilled over 
into a warehouse, and between the US Thanksgiving hol-
iday and December 20th, toys and cash donations total-
ing more than $125,000 US had been received. The 
190,000+ kids who use the services of the Seitcle 
Children's Hospital will benefit all year long from the 
kindness and compassion ofgamers who dug deep this 
year to make a difference in the lives of some sick kids at 
Christmas. 
Deciding that they'd read one roo many stories com-
paring video garners to serial killers, Penny Arcade creators 
Gabe (Mike Krahulik) and Tycho Oerry Holkins) decid-
ed to dispel the myth that garners are anti-social and 
potentially dangerous killers-in-training. They initiated a 
Daily Balance 
Living with diabetes 
Holly Pattison 
The Martlet 
VICTORIA (CUP)-Kyle pinches his 
belly and plunges the two-inch needle in 
at a 30-degree angle. A fine plastic tube 
slips out of the needle's core and stays 
lodged in his abdomen. The tube con-
nects 58 centimetres of coiled tubing to 
Kyle's new insulin pump, which clips onto 
his waistband like a pager. 
"It looks like a sewing needle," he grins, 
holding up the silver sliver. 
"Doesn't it hurt?" I ask. "That thing's 
bloody long." 
"It smarts," he says. "But you get used 
. " to lt. 
life. 
An internal motor drive in the pump 
clicks as clear fluid starts to push through 
the rigging and into Kyle's body, seeping 
into the subcutaneous tissue beneath the 
skin. The insulin pump is Kyle's lifeline. 
He can detach himself for up to an hour 
for swimming or showering (or sex)-
otherwise, he's permanently hooked. 
This steady insulin stream is called a 
basal rate. (A vial of insulin once shattered 
on our dining room table. The sprinkled 
fluid was sticky and smelled like pepper.) 
For information about Child's Play and for pictures of 
some of the donations collected, check out <www.penny-
arcade.com/childsplay/>.Gabe and Tycho are already 
talking about expanding the reach of Child's Play and 
making it an annual event. 
off the old site with his index finger. 
"Sometimes it hurtS if it goes in at a 
weird angle," he admits. 
A weird-angle insertion happened the 
first time Kyle changed his infusion set. 
The site was tender, but it was such a new 
sensation overall, he wasn't sure if it felt 
"wrong" or not. Later, as we sat with my 
two kids in the theatre, Kyle felt the 
symptoms of a high blood sugar reaction: 
dry mouth, confusion, tiredness, and the 
frequent need to go to the bathroom. 
"I get this funny feeling in my sinuses 
actually a pen-like tool that shoots out a 
small blade, or lancet. It clicks as it jabs 
into his finger and retracts. The pearl of 
blood is sucked up by a match-sized test 
strip that sticks out of a blood glucose 
monitor, which measures the amount of 
sugar in blood. If he tests high, he boosts 
himself with insulin. If he's low, he eats. 
He charts each result on a graph. On bad 
days the jumping lines look like the EKG 
of someone having a heart attack. 
Kyle twitches his goatee in concentra-
tion. I watch him smooth the white suc-
tion-cup bandage that protects and 
secures the lodged tube in his belly. He 
joins the site to the tubing with a snap. 
The pump beeps as he programs it to 
deliver a steady stream of insulin. 
Fifty years ago, before the discovery of 
insulin, diabetes was a death sentence. 
The more often Kyle tests, the more 
accurately he can manage his blood sug-
ars. (He once estimated that he's poked his 
finger over 18,000 times.) But he can't 
always afford the supplies he needs. 
"I test more often if I know how I'm 
going to pay for my next batch of test 
strips," he says. 
Switching to the continuous flow pump 
from intermittent insulin injections com-
pletely changes how Kyle, 32, has man-
aged his diabetes for the past 18 years. As 
a Type 1 diabetic, Kyle needs daily doses 
of insulin-a hormone produced by the 
pancreas that breaks down sugar in the 
blood to use as energy. Diabetics essential-
ly have dud pancreases. 
We've been together a few years, but I'm 
still sometimes surprised at how meticu-
lous Kyle needs to be about his health and 
the round-the-dock time spent on blood 
tests, injections, and meals. Gradually, I 
learn. Besides being a writing student 
drawn to fascinating details, I'm curious 
how this new treatment will change his 
Separate doses are programmed for the 
pump to deliver insulin to cover carbohy-
drates eaten, called boluses. Basal and 
bolus are two words pumpers learn to live 
by. 
The whole works needs to be changed 
every three days. Every puncture leaves its 
mark-a wash of fading red bumps from 
previous sites freckles his belly. They're 
more pronounced than the fine punctures 
previously left by syringes on his arms, 
legs, and abdomen. But Kyle says, 
"Sticking myself with this big needle once 
every three days is much better than the 
six or more insulin injections [a day] I 
used to take with a smaller needle." 
He rubs a sticky ring of bandage glue 
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when my blood sugars are high. It's like a 
taste that I can feel at the back of my 
throat," he says. 
He had to leave the theatre and start a 
new site. The plastic tube stuck into his 
belly was bent, blocking enough of the 
insulin's flow to jolt his blood sugars into 
the high teens. The difference with the 
new site was almost immediate as his 
blood sugars started to drop, but he felt 
sick for more than a few hours. 
Normal blood sugar registers around 
five to seven. Kyle's blood sugars range 
from two to 20. To test himself through-
out the day, Kyle pricks his finger with a 
bloodletting device, which sounds like a 
medieval instrument of torture, but is 
Pharmacare or medical plans such as the 
University of Victoria Student Society's 
(UVSS) cover only some of a diabetic's 
medical expenses, which can reach $500 a 
month. Kyle's had to cut corners with his 
care-less frequent testing is one exam-
ple-but his long-term health may pay for 
it. 
So might the government. ''I'll stick it 
to them when I have to go for kidney dial-
ysis twice a week," he morbidly jokes. 
Needle injections are cheaper than 
pump supplies, but Kyle won't consider 
switching back. "This is the first time in 
my life, since I was diagnosed at 14, that 
I've had any semblance of control over my 
diabetes," he says. "If you had cancer 
would you opt for a less-effective treat-
ment?" 
------------ ------
December 1 0, 2003 
I think he's only half joking when he says 
he'd knock over pharmacies to get supplies if 
he couldn't afford them. 
Unpredictable blood sugars mean Kyle 
always carries around emergency rations 
(usually a few granola bars). Low blood 
sugar reactions can happen unexpectedly 
and quickly. Without sugar to fuel the brain, 
a diabetic may lose concentration, con-
sciousness, or slip into a coma. 
Kyle staggers into the kitchen, bounces off 
the edge of the counter. His glazed eyes 
blink at the fridge, the cupboard, the floor, 
at me. ''I'm low," he says, his voice a thick 
slur. 
I pour him a glass of apple juice, a quick 
fix. He's rill, muscular and healthy looking, 
but right now I could knock him over with 
a finger. It never fails to surprise me how del-
icate this business of balancing blood sugars 
is. 
The pump gives Kyle better control, but 
he still has reactions, which can interfere 
with vision, mood, and muscular control. 
Reactions can be hard to understand, espe-
cially for my children. I explain the logistics 
of diabetes as I learn them myself. We talk 
about the disease and what to do if Kyle has 
a bad reaction. They know when to offer a 
glass of juice and when to call 911. 
I gradually learn. I figure diabetics must 
have to be their own scientists to manage 
blood sugars properly, let alone achieve and 
maintain good health. I 
how high and low blood sugars damage the 
body over time. Heart disease, kidney fail-
ure, blindness, impotence, and limb ampu-
tations are some complications faced by dia-
betics. 
Kyle already has some kidney and eye 
damage. And the toe next to his left baby toe 
sometimes shines red with infection. Last 
summer it flared and the red flush of infec-
tion started to crawl up his foot. The doctor 
gave him a mega-dose of antibiotics and 
drew a purple magic marker line along the 
advancing red tide to mark the infection. If 
red spread past purple, Kyle was to head to 
the hospital. The infection receded, but his 
toe is still discoloured, a startling reminder 
of the diabetes package. 
It used . to be much worse, says Dr. 
Thompson. Fifty years ago, before the dis-
covery of insulin, diabetes was a death sen-
tence. Even today, he says, many diabetics 
who could live healthier lives are restricted 
by the high costs of treating the disease. 
No kidding, I think, recalling Kyle's occa-
sional need to leave his infusion site in 
longer than he should. 
"The government doesn't fund diabetes 
care anywhere near where they should," says 
Dr. Thompson, who is conducting a five-
year study on the costs associated with the 
treatment of diabetes. "It saves the health 
care system to treat diabetes intensively, but 
the government has to be constantly 
reminded of that." 
think about how easy it '1 uet thisfiunn1Jfeelinu 
is for me to grab and eat 0 · J 0 
"Pay now or pay 
more later" is the 
an apple, a muffin, din-
ner. I may be aware of 
what I'm eating, but my 
life doesn't depend on 
precise calculations of 
what I ingest. 
in my sinuses when my 
blood sugars are high. 
It's like a taste that I 
can feel at the back of 
my throat. "-Kyle, 32-
message. 
But it's not only food 
that affects blood sug-
ars: stress or illness 
boosts them up, exercise 
and medications drop 
them down. Roving 
blood sugars have the year-old suffering .from 
unpredictable power to 
cancel plans at the last 
minute, confuse com-
Diabetes, which 
affects over two 
million Canadians, 
is a personal dis-
ease--each individ-
ual's needs vary. On 
average it costs two 
to five times more 
for a diabetic's rou-
tine health care 
needs than it does 
for a person with-
out diabetes and 
the cost can sky-
rocket if a diabetic's Diabetes 
munication, and cause genuine worry. But 
steady small doses of fast-acting insulin from 
the pump are supposed to regulate blood 
sugars better than the long-acting insulin 
Kyle used to take by injection. The pump 
often improves a diabetic's blood sugar con-
trol, but it's not a cure. 
Kyle shifts uncomfortably in the too-small 
metal-framed chair in Victoria's Harbour 
Towers hotel meeting room. Several times a 
year, the Canadian Diabetes Association in 
Victoria, BC hosts seminars about diabetes. 
It's March 2003, and we've come to hear 
Vancouver endocrinologist Dr. David 
Thompson talk about islet (or pancreas) cell 
transplants. 
Thompson calls islet cell transplants the 
beginnings of a cure for Type 1 diabetes. 
Diabetes, he says, is an immune-system 
response-something environmental trig-
gers a diabetic's body into attack mode. 
Receiving cow's milk as an infant is likely 
one environmental trigger, he says. 
"That fits me," whispers Kyle. "I had 
cow's milk as a baby." 
I shift uncomfortably as we're reminded 
kidney fails or a limb turns gangrenous and 
needs amputating. But Dr. Thompson 
hopes to prove that it saves money and pre-
serves health to help diabetics treat their dis-
ease properly. 
As we listen and watch the pictures of 
damaged and diseased eyes, hearts, kidneys, 
and yellow pancreases in Dr. Thompson's 
PowerPoint presentation, I silently worry 
about the costs of supplies and the damage 
caused by corner cutting. 
I imagine Kyle receiving an islet cell trans-
plant-collected pancreatic cells from a 
cadaver injected into the liver, which can 
kick-start a diabetic's system into producing 
insulin. But there aren't enough organ 
donors to meet the need. 
And it's tricky business. Dr. Thompson 
says that freeing islet cells from a donor pan-
creas is like mining for gold. It usually takes 
two pancreases to harvest enough healthy 
islet cells for one transplant recipient. Still, 
Dr. Thompson sounds confident that treat-
ments from current research will result in 
the disappearance ofType 1 diabetes. 
I imagine Kyle free from needles and 
--------------
.. 
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tubes, and from having to calculate every 
morsel that passes through his lips. I imag-
ine him not having to cancel plans at the last 
minute because of an unexpected reaction. I 
imagine him feeling well. I decide right then 
to donate some of my islet cells to Kyle, once 
they perfect the technique, and tell him so. 
He smiles and touches my cheek. 
But islet cell transplant therapy is in its 
research phase-it's not available to most 
diabetics. And the daily anti-rejection drugs, 
which recipients need to take instead of 
insulin after a transplant, have side effects 
that can be fatal. 
"It's a balance of risks," says Dr. 
Thompson. "You're essentially trading one 
illness for another-diabetes for chronic 
immune suppression caused by the anti-
rejection drugs transplant recipients must 
take for the rest of their lives." 
Research in other areas continues: stem 
cell therapy, live donor transplants, and 
xenotransplantation (using pig islet cells, 
which Dr. Thompson compares to the pig 
valves used in heart surgery). 
After the seminar, people gather around a 
white-clothed table of cookies, coffee, and 
water. Beeps and clicks sound throughout 
the room like dueling dialing cell phones as 
people program their pumps for a cookie 
bolus. 
Later, in bed, we spoon. I snake an arm 
around Kyle's waist, accidentally grazing 
both the pump and the infusion site. (I keep 
doing that-it's like constantly whacking a 
sore finger.) I flinch and retract, imagining 
that I've dislodged the works, forcing Kyle to 
prematurely change his site and thwarting 
the moment of closeness. But he grabs my 
hand and moves it higher up. 
"It's okay," he says. "It takes more than 
that to rip it out." 
His confidence and the snapping click 
every few minutes assure me that the pump 
is still doing its 24/7 job. I relax and coil into 
pre-sleep mode. My brain deciphers the dis-
ease. 
Sleep comes and swaddles my mental slide 
show review, blurring the images of bleeding 
eyes, clogged arteries, and yellow islet cock-
tails. Gradually I learn. Seeking balance is a 
daily ritual. 
What is diabetes? 
A diabetic's body cannot properly 
store and use fuel (glucose) for 
energy. To use glucose, your body 
needs insulin. Insulin is made by a 
gland in your body called the 
pancreas. 
• Type 1 diabetes: The body 
makes too little or no insulin. 
Type 1 diabetics always need 
daily injections of insulin. 
• Type 2 diabetes: The body can't 
use the insulin it makes. Type 2 
diabetes is usually contmlled or 
even prevented through 
lifestyle: healthy diet, weight 
control, exercise, and some 
times medication. 
Diabetes Facts 
• Nothing can prevent Type 1 dia 
betes 
• It is not caused by eating too 
much sugar 
• Over two million Canadians 
have diabetes 
• Diabetes is the leading cause of 
death by disease in Canada 
Diabetes History 
• 1552 BC Earliest known record 
of diabetes found on third 
Dynasry Egyptian papyrus. 
• 1 AD Diabetes is described by 
Arateus as "the melting down of 
flesh and limbs into urine." 
• Up to 11th century "Water 
tasters" commonly diagnose dia-
betes by drinking a suspected 
patient's urine, which was 
thought to be sweet tasting. 
• 1850s French physician Priorry 
advises diabetes patients to eat 
extra large quantities of sugar as a 
treatment. 
• 1921 Insulin is discovered and 
successfully tested on a de-pancre-
atized dog. 
-Canadian Diabetes Association 
(www.diabetes.ca) 
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January @ the Lion's Den 
Friday, January 16 
Women's Volleyball vs. Capilano Blues 6:30pm 
Men's Volleyball vs. Capilano Blues 8:15pm 
Saturday, January 17 
Women's Volleyball vs. Langara Falcons 6pm 
Men's Volleyball vs. Langara Falcons 8pm 
Friday, ]IJnuary 23 
Women's Basketball vs. UCFV Cascades 6pm 
Men's Basketball vs. UCFV Cascades 8:15pm 
Sarurday, January 24 
Women's Basketball vs. OUC Lakers 6pm 
Men's Basketball vs. OUC Lakers 8pm 
Standings 
BCCAA Basketball BCCAA Volleyball 
Women Women 
Team GP w L PF PA PTS +I- Team MP MW ML GW GL PTS 
Fraser Valley 7 7 0 451 332 14 +119 Malaspina 9 9 0 27 4 18 
Cariboo 8 6 2 465 346 12 +119 Capitano 9 8 1 24 7 16 
Langara 7 5 2 451 371 10 +80 Douglas 9 6 3 19 14 12 
Kwant! en 7 5 2 423 368 10 +55 Langara 9 5 4 15 15 10 
Capilano 7 3 4 422 400 6 +22 Cariboo 9 5 4 20 15 10 
Okanagan 7 3 4 422 405 6 +17 CBC 9 4 5 15 17 8 
Malaspina 7 3 4 439 443 6 -4 OKanagan 9 3 6 17 20 6 
Douglas 7 2 5 356 459 4 -103 CNC 9 2 7 9 24 4 
UNBC 8 2 6 419 486 4 -67 COTR 9 2 7 15 24 4 
Camosun 7 0 7 323 561 0 -238 Camosun 9 1 8 5 . 26 2 
Men Men 
Team GP w L PF PA PTS +I- Team MP MW ML GW GL PTS 
Fraser Valley 7 6 550 507 12 +43 COTR 9 9 0 27 5 18 
Carnosun 7 6 531 499 12 +32 Capilano 9 8 1 26 3 16 
Cariboo 8 6 2 674 576 12 +98 Okanagan 9 5 4 17 15 lO 
Kwant! en 7 4 3 525 528 8 -3 Cariboo 9 5 4 18 16 10 
Douglas 7 4 3 590 576 8 +14 Camosun 8 4 4 15 13 8 
Langara 7 3 4 547 550 6 -3 CBC 9 5 4 17 17 10 
Capilano 7 3 4 531 527 6 +4 Malaspina 8 3 5 15 16 6 
UNBC 8 3 5 566 600 6 -34 CNC 9 3 6 11 23 6 
Malaspina 7 1 6 482 545 2 -63 Douglas 9 1 8 6 25 2 
Okanagan 7 0 7 558 646 0 -88 Langara 7 0 7 2 21 0 
WCWRA-Women's Premiere Rugby Standings 
TEAM GP w L T 0 PTS PF AVG PA AVG PCT 
SFU 10 10 0 0 0 20 404 40.40 59 5.90 1.000 
DOUGLAS 10 8 2 0 0 16 265 26.50 90 9.00 0.800 
CAP lLANO 9 6 3 0 0 12 238 26.44 138 15.33 0.667 
BURNABY lO 5 4 0 11 180 18.00 207 20.70 0.550 
NANAIMO 9 4 4 0 9 132 14.67 177 19.67 0.500 
MERALOMAS 9 3 6 0 0 6 91 10.11 104 11.56 0.333 
UBC 8 2 6 0 0 4 129 16.13 194 24.25 0.250 
UVIC 8 1 5 2 0 4 92 11.50 167 20.88 0.250 
JBAA 9 0 9 0 0 0 51 5.67 446 49.56 0.000 
*There are no women's rugby league games in January. First game of the second of half of the season is 
Saturday, February 7 versus SFU @ Queen's Park 11 :30am. 
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A Novice in the Arena: 
Vancouver Giants vs Tri-City Americans 
D-Lo Mcleod 
OP Contributor 
On the snowy second day of the New Year 
I take my 14-year-old son and his friends 
to the Vancouver Giants game. Brent, a 
laconic teen who plays hockey with a ban-
tam "hitting" team, is disgusted at how 
quickly and easily the Tri-City Americans 
make "cream of white" with the Giants, 
though the latter manage to squeak out a 
couple of goals while being basted five to 
two. I'm there for the heck of 
it and to see if it's really true, according to 
years of second-hand accounts of the 
Canucks' misdeeds, that no team from 
Vancouver can be any good. As we pick 
our way toward our seats, my son, Quinn, 
tries to reinforce a few basics: "Remember, 
Mom, when they get the puck in the goal, 
you say they scored a goal. They don't 
make it. They score it." 
We settle into our sticky red vinyl seats 
in time for the initial face-off. I Like the 
retro and intimate ambiance of the Pacific 
Coliseum relative to BC Place-70s 
music sound-bites thumping and happy 
(read "mostly inebriated") faces visible all 
the way around the rink. While doing the 
"wave," I imagine that-instead of 
SkyTrain and minivans-waiting to take 
us home after the game are funky BC 
Hydro buses and Pontiac StratoChiefs, 
just like in the old days. It's all very three-
and-a-half decades ago. The players look 
smaller and seem dressed less hi-tech than 
the Canucks, the rink looks tiny, the 
building feels-correction, is, old--dis-
played near one entrance, a Black and 
White photo of the 1968 Coliseum open-
ing attests to that. 
"Ref, you suck!" chant the high-spirited 
males in the rows behind us, much to my 
son, Quinn's, red-faced glee. In his "non-
hitting" league, those words are ground 
for expulsion-the drunken fans might 
just as well be yelling, "Fuck, shit, penis," 
as far as he's concerned. "But there's more 
than one ref," I point out. 
"Shouldn't it be, 'Refs, you suck'?" 
Michael, one of the friends, turns to me. 
"Those other guys are linemen," he said. 
Two players are pounding each other 
voraciously, their helmets scattered on the 
ICe. 
"Gee, doesn't that defeat the whole pur-
pose of helmets?" I ask. 
Again, I am enlightened, this time by 
Quinn: "The other guy pulls it off. And 
usually he tries to yank the guy's jersey 
over his head." He merely rolls his eyes 
when I ask if, while they were at it, they 
ever try to pull each other's cups off. "My 
mom's obsessed with jock straps," he tells 
his buddies. I want to ask if the refs ever 
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got penalties, but figure enough already, 
I've embarrassed my son. 
"Five minutes for fighting," said the 
announcer, after another fight so pro-
longed that red-shined bouncers move in 
readiness toward the boards. As if they 
could make any difference. "What? That's 
got to have been at least a ten-minute-
penalty fight," I said, thinking weakly 
that, whoops, I betcha the maximum 
penalty is only five minutes. 
Sure enough, Michael says, "Five min-
utes is a long time in hockey." Which it 
is-the periods are only 20 minutes long, 
but--depending on how many times the 
play is interrupted-those 20 minutes can 
really get stretched out. Rather disheart-
ening for any hockey ignoramus reluc-
tantly attending a game who looks at the 
scoreboard and says, "20 minutes times 
three? I can handle that," only to discover 
that each one of those minutes has the 
potential to last nearly as long as the sup-
posed length of the period. For example, 
I've seen Canucks games where one 
minute of game time consumed 15 min-
utes of real time. So, in addition to chips 
and cola, I have brought along a book. As 
it turns out, I have little recourse to it, 
preferring instead to think about how stu-
pid the mascot blimp looks and how 
much stupider the fans look screaming for 
it to drop its Little white papers on them. 
By game's end, the Giants have made 40 
shots on goal, whereas the more calculat-
ing Americans have finagled a total of 27. 
It's been a game of disheartened passing 
and shooting, but then, with five minutes 
of fame time left, "our" team scores. In 
response to my son's look of disownership 
when I look even stupider screaming and 
doing the wave, I attempt to justify 
myself: "But they made a goal." Whoops, 
my bad. 
"Yeah, Mom," he says, "they made the 
goal out of net and rubber," he says, his 
whole countenance conveying the notion 
that you can't teach an old dog new tricks. 
As we climb toward the exit up steps 
gummy with beer (and gum), Brent says, 
"Wors~ game ever. Makes me want to quit 
hockey." But the drunken guys saved the 
outing. In the minds of 14-year-old boys, 
there's nothing like using coarse and 
unsportsmanlike language to debate the 
severity of penalties and yelling, "Ref, you 
suck!" to liven up any halfassed game. 
More evidence for my theory that, just as 
in any performance, it's the audience-
the more uninhibited the better-that 
makes live hockey so darned entertaining, 
no matter how pathetic the play. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------,. 
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Canucks Corner 
CF Miley 
OP Columnist 
Welcome to 2004 'Nucks' fans. 
hard, was it? The great thing about 
New Year's Eve in particular-is that you l'QliW 'uvn~>RIIlR:" 
to do anything. If you simply hang 
drunk and tell jokes, time will inevitably 
play top-four minutes. 
crappy referee Mick MaGoo will answer his 
fans at the game are here to see you and 
"'"''·1\"·'Al penalty calls. Yeah, right. 
year will come. Last year saw the Canucks <-u>~.l\l' ''l"'~< m ..._ DWlV--tlbe1r'l!1tt 
rise to join the NHL's elite. The team said go<Jlit"rff''0-
~~~~~§§~§~~;;~~~~ become Siegfried's new Roy. You're a star 
Canucks owner that will love and 
please get rid of the current uni-
~-n •. ...., ... ~,. lif':IJWiac~~~em with some form of the old "stick 
iJ¥rtj:AiW¢~fiitorrns. Please use the "Johnny Canuck" 
~tC_tl'latJ!i.,al.LC~:tWib..jpla:y_e,r:~({)'.\41d"'~w~th~if...~~:li--dilr third jersey. 
Trent Klatt, Peter Skudra, and Murray tiarort-·thc~v"'l;at(J 
hello to Jason King, Johan Hedberg, and another 
ing playoff disappointment. Regardless of how well the 
Canucks play during the remainder of the regular season, 
this team will be measured by their playoff performance, 
and their playoff performance alone. 
As my calendar flips from December's Matt Cooke to 
January's Daniel Sedin, I can't help but reflect on what 
2004 will hold for the Vancouver Canucks. Will this 
finally be the year that Brian Burke makes a big trade 
deadline move? Will the Canucks win the Northeast 
Division? Will I ever see a parade down Robson Street? 
Who knows? In lieu of any actual insight into what this 
year may hold, I will instead make a few wishes. I know, 
I know, I'm supposed to be making resolutions, not wish-
es, but this hockey fan has some needs, damn it. Here, in 
no particular order, is my wish list for 2004: 
Continued health and development for defenseman 
Bryan Allen. Allen hasn't looked at all out of place this 
season, and his continued maturity will be a key to solid-
ifying the Canuck' D-corps. 
Please Hockey Gods, please make Todd Bertuzzi go to 
Classifieds 
hair," and is quickly replacing the mullet in many hock-
ey circles. Be disheveled, oh high-scoring Volvo lovers. 
Word up. 
I wish for the growth of national Canadian pride. For 
real. It is my wish that we, as Canadians, bind together to 
be a prideful and better nation. I wish to care about 
labour unrest in Quebec, sunrises in Nunavut, one small 
child in Halifax, and a family struggling in Winnipeg just 
as much as what happens here in BC. I wish for a coun-
try that thinks for itself, that resists the insane politics of 
our fanatical neighbor. I wish for better health care and 
quality education for all Canadians. Amen. 
I wish for a handful of Vancouver Canucks on the all-
star ballot. Oops, cancel that Hockey Gods, already got 
that one. 
I wish to see Brent Sopel packaged with a third round 
draft choice for a youngish defenseman that is ready to 
take out the red line, widen the ice surface, and 
help the powers that be to allow offense back into the 
NHL. 
I know I've already asked for quite a bit, Santa, but 
besides the Canadian pride, this one is my biggest wish. 
I wish for all the Canucks to be healthy come playoff 
time. I'm currently crossing my fingers, knocking on 
wood, lighting magic candles, sacrificing chickens, and 
completing several other jinx-erasers for even bringing 
this one up. 
For my part, I will spell Mick McGeough's name prop-
erly from time to time. I will refrain from subtle jokes, 
like spelling Mr. McGeough's name after Mr. Magoo, the 
fatheaded, bald, blind cartoon character from my youth. 
I promise to be a kinder person, and not to call Mick 
MaGoo fat, and to only write nice things about people in 
the New Year. Maybe. In the mean time, and in between 
rime, Go 'Nucks. 
Students advertise for free! lowing Wednesday's paper. Check $50. Close to SkyTrain, bus routes, and $340/month rent(flar rate, all-
inclusive) . Close to stores, restau-
rants, etc. Available Oct. 1. 
Call604.529.1531 
For free srudent classifieds up ro 30 your ad for errors and please call or 
words, email: email our offices to repon any cor-
the_ediror57@hotmail.rom with your rections. To ensure the integrity of 
name, srudent number, desired section, our student newspaper, we reserve 
and put "classified" in the subject line. the right to revise, reclassifY, edit or 
refuse your ad. 
Staff and Student Organizations 
Receive 50 percent off our Fast Announcement!! 
Cash Ad rate. The Other Press wants you. Come 
see us in room 1020 or call us at 
Fast Cash Ads 3lines 3 times for $20 604.525.3542. You will be 
(30 words max). Open rare of$5 per amazed. 
line. Enquiries: call our advertising 
manager at 604.525.3542. AutomobililS 
Pictures Book!! 
Oassifieds pictures are $10 each 
printing for all of the above cate- Computers 
gories. The picrure size is 3.5cm x 
2.5cm, black and white. 
For Sale 
When placing an ad please Large oak veneer desk with hutch, 
remember . . . pullout side drawer/shelf unit, and 
All ads must be received by bulletin board. Holds monitor, 
Thursday to be published in the fol- printer, scanner, books and more. 
Call604.523.0119 or email: Lougheed Mall 
adamski@telus.net Fireplace, high speed internet, 
cable Tv; dishwasher, laundry on 
Bed/Futon: Twin (single) bed, premises; Shared kitchen, living 
clean, includes box spring, $50. room and barhroom; pet nego-
Metal Frame, add $25. Clean tiable; References required; avail-
double futon and wood frame, able immediatly 
converts to sofa, $75. Call Please call Tabatha @ 
604.939.1914 604.936.5687 or 604.807.9561 
Housing Female student seeks same as 
roommate. Lovely room for rent 
ROOM FOR RENT in apt. bldg. 
Furnished room near New West Room is furn. or unfurn. Near 
Campus. Clean, quiet, safe, $295 Sky Train/bus/ shops. Friendly 
include utilities, available now. neighbourhood. Must like ani-
Prefer quiet, non-smoking female mals. $380/month. 604.525.9881 
student 604-540-1256. 
ROOM FOR RENT 
APARTMENT TO SHARE one private, unfurnished room in 
$400/month plus 1/2 a two bedroom basement suite in 
Looking for a non-smoking, clean Coquitlam (close to Brunette and 
mature female to share a newly Schoolhouse). It's one block from 
renovated 2-bedroom apartment the 153/156 and up the street 
with another female from 159/169. Asking 
http://www.otherpress.ca 
I Saw You 
You: hot to trot 
Me: looking for a ride 
Wanted 
Casual babysitter required. 
Contact Kerry Evans at 
604-525-3542 or 
editor@otherpress.ca 
The Other Press positions current-
ly available: 
Distribution Manager 
Advertising Manager 
Send resume to: 
editor@otherpress.ca 
or drop off in room 1020 of the 
New West campus. 
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